
 

 
FRIDAY 

 

On the road to Emmaus. 
 
THE STORY: ISA 41:8-14 
God chose Jacob (the church) as His own, the seed of Abraham his friend (just as 
the Landowner called the laborer friend). God calls believers from every corner of 
the earth to be His servant, the apple of His eye (Zec 2.8). He called you and so He 
will not cast you off (Joh 6.37). Therefore do not fear, for He is with you always 
(Mat 28.20). Do not be dismayed, for He is your God. He will strengthen you, and 
cause you to stand by his righteous right hand, who is Christ. He will contend with 
your enemies on your behalf, and they shall perish. For He is the One who holds 
your hand; He is the One who tells you not to fear; He is the One who helps you. 
Considering all these things, there is no need for you to fear says your Helper, the 
Lord your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. Rest in His hand. There’s no need to 
contend with Him (Job 40.2). His love for you is everlasting (Jer 31.3). 
 
TALK ABOUT IT: 
When other believers are very different from you, what compels you to love them? 
(Rom 5.8; 1Cor 1.27-29; 2Th 2.13-14; Jesus loved, chose, and died for them too.) 

When we compare our work to others’, we may feel superior to them, inferior to 
them, or in jeopardy somehow.  Why is that wrong? (Isa 12.2; Mt 6.4; Phil 2.3-4) 
 
PRAY: 
Thank God that you can trust Him, and that He sees your labor and will reward it.
 
 

 
 

LIFE OF CHRIST • LESSON 19 
THE PARABLE OF THE LABORERS 

Salvation is given by God’s grace; so are His rewards. 
 

 
MONDAY 

 

The Landowner hires His laborers 
 
THE STORY: MAT 20:1-7 
Jesus promised his disciples that whatever loss they suffered to follow him, they 
would receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life (Mat 19.29). Jesus is the 
Landowner. He chooses laborers to work in his fields which are ripe for harvest 
(Joh 15.16; Mat 9.38). He chooses every worker (believer) who will proclaim the 
gospel and disciple the nations. Some were chosen early on. They counted the cost 
and were willing to lay down their lives and follow Jesus (Luk 9.23). Some were 
chosen later. They counted the cost too, and were willing to lay down their lives. 
Yet we know that following Jesus is more costly for some than for others. Some 
suffer more, or work harder. Even so, every believer agrees to lay down his life, 
whether it will be required of him or not. Every believer expects the reward of 
eternal life. Other rewards may be received as determined by God (Mat 16.27; 
1Cor 3.8-9). Even so, each reward is granted by grace, through faith, not by works; 
it’s not owed to us (Rom 4.3-5). So the work is the same, the cost is the same, and 
the reward of eternal life is the same for every believer. Only our time and labor in 
the Lord’s field varies. How should we deal with that variance between us? 
 

building children into their parents… 
         … and families into the gospel. 

TALK ABOUT IT: 
Think of someone that you compete with and compare yourself to. What’s good 
and bad about that? (1Cor 11.1; Col 3.23-24; 3Joh 1.11; imitate & serve Christ.) 
 
If you’ve done your work and others haven’t, or you’ve worked hard and others 
haven’t, how should you respond? (1Joh 3.11-12; Gal 6.4-5; 2Th 3.11-12) 
 
PRAY: 
Ask God to help you look only at Christ as you labor, so no matter what you labor 
at, or how hard you labor, it is all to his glory – no labor is wasted (1Cor 15.58). 
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TUESDAY 

 
The Landowner pays His laborers 
 
THE STORY: MAT 20:8-12 
The thief who died with Christ on the cross (Luk 23.43) received the same reward 
as his apostles who labored a lifetime. We are not to compare ourselves to other 
believers. After the resurrection, Peter heard what he would suffer death for Christ, 
and asked what would happen to John (Joh 21.18-22). Jesus told him it was not his 
concern. His concern was to follow Jesus on the path appointed for him. When we 
compare ourselves to other believers, jealousy and rivalry erupt; we are no longer 
content with God’s grace. We begin to talk about what we think is fair, and what 
we think God owes us. Talk of what Christ has done for us is muted. When we 
take our eyes off Jesus, sin is right there with us. Jesus said the last would be first, 
and the first last. And so the Landowner calls the last first to pay him his wages. 
He has chosen to pay a day’s wages for an hour’s work. When the first ones come 
to him last, he pays them the same day’s wages, the wages they agreed to work for, 
the wages they were content with at the start of the day. But when they compare 
their labor to the labor of the last-hired, they grumble; they are no longer content. 
 
TALK ABOUT IT: 
When do you feel cheated? (Gen 4.6-7; Jon 4.9-11) What causes your resentment? 
(Job 1.21; Mt 5.45; Lk 15.29-32; Jas 4.1-4 covetousness; forgetting God’s grace.) 

If someone gets a “better deal” than you, why should you celebrate with them and 
not resent it? (Rom 12.15-16; 1Cor 12.25-26, we are one in Christ.)  
 
PRAY: 
Praise God for His grace that benefits those who don’t deserve it, for that same 
grace saved you through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 
WEDNESDAY 

 

Where is the Gospel? 
 
THE STORY: ROM 14.1-12 
Too often we want to judge what’s right and wrong, fair and unfair, worthy and 
unworthy. The word for “gods” in Hebrew (elohim) can be rendered “judges” (Exo 
21.6 KJV). By judging what belongs to God, as the laborer did in the parable, our 
flesh demands to be a god and to contend with the only God.  Paul picks up on that 
theme here in Romans, when one believer judges another believer (as the laborer 
judged the worth of another’s labor). It was not his place to do that. Verse 4 says it 

is not our place to judge another believer’s weakness – what is sin to him – in an 
area that won’t affect his salvation. Paul lists several such areas. What matters is to 
honor God by whatever we do, to die to self and live to God in all we do, for we 
all belong to the Lord who chose us. We’ll give an account for ourselves, not for 
others. So don’t compare yourself to others, or judge them by your standards. Let 
Jesus be their Lord, Teacher, and Judge, just as He is yours (Mt 23.8).  
 
TALK ABOUT IT: 
We judge by our standard when we say, “I wouldn’t do it that way,” but not when 
we say, “God’s Word says:” What’s the difference? (Mk 7.9; Joh 12.48; Heb 4.12) 

How do godly grace and good judgment display themselves? (Jas 3.13-18) 
 
PRAY: 
Ask God for wisdom and understanding in dealing with others, so you will show 
His grace to them by what you say and do.

 
THURSDAY 

 

The Landowner corrects those who complain 
 
THE STORY: MAT 20:13-16 
The Landowner (the Lord) addresses one of those who feels short-changed, as his 
“friend.” He explains that He has done him no wrong. The man agreed to work for 
the wage that was paid him, so how can it be unfair? Be content with it, the Lord 
says; take the wages that belong to him and go – enjoy this reward for his labor. 
By inference, let the other workers have what belongs to them, and let them enjoy 
it as well. It is the Landowner’s choice what to do with what belongs to Him. And 
so He has the right to give it to whom He pleases; it is not the worker’s choice. If 
this worker begrudges the generosity of the Lord, he begrudges the sovereignty of 
the Lord. He would be like a robber if he demands what does not belong to him. 
And so the last will be first, and the first last – each receiving what belongs to him 
by the grace and generosity of God who is sovereign over all things. 
 
TALK ABOUT IT: 
If you were going to be executed for following Christ, but someone close to you 
denied Christ and escaped death, how should that affect you? (Joh 21.22) 

What might you begrudge others that they received from God’s hand? What might 
you be glad that you did not receive from God’s hand? Is there any difference? 
(2Cor 12.7-9; Phil 4.11-13) 
 
PRAY: 
Thank God for all the blessings He has showered upon you, and for all the trials 
He has brought you through or is bringing you through – for He is God. 
 
 


